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Z  will  begin  with  t ha  vital  statistics  far  1957i 

Chert  rare  41  birth*  and  28  iaatha  during  the  year  with 
1  Infant  Mortality  below  the  ago  of  1  year.  Watchet  death 
rate  van  9.95  being  8th  amangot  Sasmt  Urban  Districts, 

Street  being  leeeat  with  8,01  and  Chard  higheart  with  15,1 6, 

Tha  Birthrate  waa  16.82,  placing  ua  btn  in  the  ikwenwt  Urban 
Districts,  these  above  being  Sheptcn  Mallet,  Portishesd,  Norton 
Bads  took,  Keynshaa  nnd  Uninster.  The  National  Rate  waa  1 6. 6 
ea  we  ar*  just  abeat  breaking  even  on  this  soars.  Wa  ar* 

1,70  per  1,000  above  the  Sasarset  avsrags  for  birth*  and  0.58 
per  1,000  belew  the  average  rate  foe-  death*. 

Tha  average  agv  at  death  wee,  men  72  and  woocn  74  thus 

1  njj.  that  last  years  trend  has  been  reversed  whan  tha 
overage  ages  sere  72  and  69  1  aspect  ively.  There  were  5  Males  /  \ 

over  80,  }  over  70  »  2  over  60,  1  over  50  *r/l  1  over  30,  ,  - 

1  voaan  over  90,  4  over  80,  4  over  70,  4  over  60  and  1  over  50, 
also  1  loath  under  1  year. 

The  4M(pp  of  death  included  11  caw?  due  to  circulatory 
disorder* .  9  <1***  to  other  heart  disease*  and  3  other  drcul  itory 
disease,  2  due  to  gastritis  and  enteritis,  1  1mq&  oanoer,  1 
byperteoLsicn,  3  other  malignant  oauacs  and  1  suicide.  In  fcrplte 
0^'  influents*  epidemic  during  tha  year  I  aa>  glad  to  zevort 
there  were  no  deaths  from  it. 

Tfrr»»»  re  re  r*o  deaths  from  TiberouLocia  i-nd  no  new  notifies  tiao. 

fith  regard  to  vaocdnAtiona,  there  were  J1  primary  and  11 

ra  weodnatlcre.  Rernsriber  there  ware  41  births,  of  these  only 
14  were  vaccinated}  Of  the  others  1  was  over  1  year,  2  bwteen 

2  to  4  years,  10  between  5  and  14  years  with  4  re-vaoc±na  tiers, 
and  4  ever  14  years  with  7  re-vaccina t lone.  e!o?t  of  tha 
vaoolnat  latte  over  the  ago  of  1  year  ware  due  to  families 
travelling  abroad  as  emigrant*}  hence  the  figure  of  14 
oaoolnatiaia  in  children  under  1  year  is  a  poor  one.  We  have 
beoaoe  eesytl  spent  about  ninal  Ijnei.  If  parents  could  only  see 

a  ease  of  this  disease  they  would  not  hesitate  to  have  their 
children  vaccinated. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  oc*jgi  ln^uiiis&  .icri  sl*vrs  a  more 
satisfactory  figure j  26  children  imiar  1  year  were  Luaunlseu., 

9  between  1  and  4  years,  one  between  5  axd  14,  with  24  booster 
doses  for  those  already  immunised.  There  ore  no  figures  to  shot 
bow  many  of  these  were  carried  out  with  combined  Dip  i^rt  Tet 
and  how  numy  with  separate  injections  as  su&*ested  by  the 
Minister  of  Health.  I  suspect  ooet  ware  dene  with  combined 
vaccina  during  the  winter  months  wiien  the  risk*  of  Polio  foilcaving 
injections  are  na^Ligable. 

T here  ware  ne  poGLionsfelitia  vaccinatian*  during  1957  carried 
out  in  Watchot,  there  being  only  1  other  Urban  District  in 
SfiMesrset  in  the  same  position.  In  fairness,  only  1,066  ahlldren 
in  tho  whole  county  were  vaccinated  is  this  year*. 

Not  ill  cat  ions  of  Infectious  disease*  showed  only  6  c^s-.-e  of 
nos  ales  ard  4  of  pneucacnia,  with  no  oases  of  Folicr^litia. 

Tha  Watehet  Waterworks  Ckaapany  once  again  supplied  us  with 
water  that  waa  baoterlelogloally  dear. 

loo  eroeja  eeaqpuLoe  for  oemtardnatian  were  again  very  satisfactory. 

Caravan  sites  produced  no  health  problems,  port  activities 
likewise,  though  several  members  of  ship’s  aanewa  ware  seen  during  the 

Influenza/ 


s> 


Infl  nonet  im  th iailu«i  «f  1997. 

fbere  is  little  that  I  can  add  to  th*.  reports  on  housing  that 
you  hawe  had  fran  the  Surveyor,  I  noticed  that  there  were  one  or  tec 
oases  of  owiiiimeliiit 


thank*  are  due  to  the  Dletriot  tfuraee.  the  Puhlle  Health 
Inspector.  Ur,  RJLadcc  for  hie  advice  and  aaaletanoe  and  all  those 
voluntary  arganlaatiena  who  omtrihute  so  auoh  to  the  health  end 
welfare  of  the  amoral  public. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  fotr  the  Watchet  Uihaaa  Dietriet. 


JOvh  Jotohcr,  19i>8. 
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